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For the First Time in Afghanistan’s Public Health Sector, Pediatric Heart Surgery and

Hemodialysis Units Inaugurated.

In a special ceremony held for this purpose, the Minister of Public Health of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, Mawlawi Noor

Jalal Jalali; Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqi; Deputy Minister for Health Services, Mawlawi Abdul Wali

Haqqani, central directors of the ministry, directors of national hospitals, medical staff of Indira Gandhi Children’s Hospital,
representatives of the World Health Organization, UNICEF, Emergency Foundation, Red Cross, Afghan Red Crescent, and
members of the media were present.

During the event, the Minister of Public Health said:

“It is a moment of joy and pride that, for the very first time in Afghanistan’s public sector, paediatric open-heart surgeries and

a haemodialysis unit have been launched at Indira Gandhi Children’s Hospital. | consider this a historic step towards delivering

super-specialized medical services. Our national medical team has already successfully carried out three open-heart surgeries
in this new unit.”

He further added that, in line with the ministry’s strategy, significant work has been done in establishing new systems, training
professional staff, and equipping hospitals with advanced technology. As a result, remarkable achievements have been made
today in the treatment of children’s heart diseases.

Speaking at the same ceremony, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqi, stated:

“Today we are witnessing new services across the country. | extend my heartfelt congratulations to all the staff and doctors of
the Ministry of Public Health for this great achievement, granted by Allah Almighty. In particular, the progress in paediatric
heart surgery is truly a matter of national pride.”

The Foreign Minister also called on international organizations to transform humanitarian aid into development assistance so
that Afghanistan’s infrastructure and essential services can be strengthened, enabling Afghans to achieve self-reliance within

their own country.

Meanwhile, the Deputy Minister for Health Services, Mawlawi Abdul Wali Haqqgani, described the launch of these services as
the result of the ministry’s and health workers’ long-term efforts. He said:

“The Islamic Emirate is giving special attention to the health sector, and our goal is to establish a high-quality healthcare system

so that every Afghan has access to quality medical services.”

It is worth mentioning that the Ministry of Public Health plans to train doctors through the specialty

' ' ' program and expand open-heart surgery facilities for children across the country.
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Afghanistan's Minister of Public Health, Mawlawi Noor Jalal Jalali, held a coordination meeting
with donors and international partners.

The meeting was attended by the Deputy Minister of Health Services, Mawlawi Abdul Wali Haqqani; as well as representatives from

the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the World Bank, Gavi, and other donor organizations. Participants discussed the current

status of Afghanistan's health sector, the importance of aid, and future plans. The Minister of Public Health emphasized that effective

resource management, adherence to the principle of transparency, and the fight against corruption are shared responsibilities in

ensuring the delivery of quality and efficient services. He further noted that after 2026, a clear and long-term strategic plan for

Afghanistan's health sector will be introduced, defining the roles of the ministry’s donors and ensuring the logical integration of
services following a comprehensive assessment.

His Excellency Jalali, the Minister of Public Health, emphasized that a new health strategy is being developed to strengthen the
public health sector. He also mentioned that the review of BPHS and EPHS services has started, aiming to enhance the quality of
primary and secondary health care, safeguard public health, and better respond to the needs of the people.

On the other hand , representatives of the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the World Bank, Gavi, and other donor organizations
expressed their commitment to continue supporting Afghanistan's health sector until 2026. They stated that, during this period, they
will work closely with the Ministry of Public Health while also funding the Health Emergency Response (HER) program.
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The Minister of Public Health, Mawlawi Noor
Jalal Jalali, Meets with the Governor of Uruzgan,

Enayatullah Shuja, in His Office

During the meeting, discussions were held on enhancing the health
services in Uruzgan province, ensuring the provision of improved
care to the population, and finding solutions to the existing
challenges in the health sector.
The Governor of Uruzgan, while expressing his gratitude to the
Ministry of Public Health for its attention and cooperation, called
for the upgrading of the provincial hospital to increase the number
of beds from 100 to 200 and to ensure that the needs of inpatients
are adequately met.

Mawlawi Noor Jalal Jalali, Minister of Public Health, pledged the
Governor of Uruzgan of the expansion of health services, the
resolution of existing challenges, and the provision of necessary
facilities, emphasizing that the Ministry is committed to delivering
essential and equitable health services to all

residents of the country.
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Ministry of Public Health Holds 17th
Leadership Board Meeting

The meeting was held under the Minister of Public Health, His
Excellency Mawlawi Noor Jalal Jalali, with the participation of the
deputy ministers and central directors of the ministry.
Comprehensive discussions focused on ensuring transparency and
the timely resolution of procurement processes, controlling prices,
preventing low-quality medicines,
prioritizing domestic products, and improving marketing strategies.
The Minister of Public Health, provided key recommendations to
enhance coordination between directorates, prioritize and promote
domestic pharmaceutical products, prevent substandard medicines,
ensure transparency in procurement processes, and expedite the
resolution of affairs. These measures aim to strengthen domestic
products, improve transparency, and enhance the quality of health
services.

In addition, comprehensive discussions were held on the strict
monitoring of prescriptions and thorough comprehensive
examination. Decisions were made to prioritize domestic products
in medicine procurement, assess the needs of government hospitals
and procure necessary supplies and equipment, and strictly prevent
the referral of patients from government hospitals to private
hospitals.

In this meeting, the deputy ministers and directors of the Ministry of
Public Health presented their views on improving the management
of affairs, and shared reports on the implementation of decisions

from previous meetings with the Minister.
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Afghanistan's Minister of Public Health, Mawlawi Noor Jalal Jalali, Meets with the Ambassador
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation(OIC) to Afghanistan, Mr. Al-Ayash, in His Office.
At the meeting, they exchanged information on enhancing collaboration in the health sector, the assistance provided by the King
Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center (KSReIief) to Afghanistan’s healthcare system, and upcoming health initiatives in the
country. His Excellency Jalali, the Minister of Public Health, highlighted the valuable role of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(0IC) in the Islamic world and emphasized that the OIC should convey the message and health-related needs of the Afghan people

to the international community.He also, described access to health services as a fundamental right of the people and emphasized

that the health sector must remain free from political influence.The Minister of Public Health also stated, “In addition to
international aid, we are working to further develop and standardize the health system using our internal budget.” He added that,
fortunately, several major health projects have been progressing rapidly in recent times. On the other hand, representatives of the

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (01€) also committed to cooperating in strengthening ties and supporting
‘ ’

the development and enhancement of Afghanistan’s health system.
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The Deputy Minister's Office for Health Promotion and Policy of the Ministry of Public
Health Holds a Coordination Meeting with Officials from the Relevant Directorates.
The meeting was attended by Dr. Mohammad Hassan Ghiasy, Deputy Minister for Health Promotion and Policy at the Ministry

of Public Health, along with advisors to the deputy minister's office and officials from relevant directorates. The agenda includ-

ed reviewing decisions from previous meetings, evaluating completed activities, enhancing coordination, and discussing

measures to improve and strengthen the health system. In addition, officials from the relevant directorates presented their

activities, challenges, and achievements to the Deputy Minister, who assured them of his support and cooperation and offered

v Il

the necessary recommendations for more effective management of affairs.
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Inspections initiated at private health centers across the country to oversee and regulate
the work of foreign and local doctors.
An authorized committee, led by Dr. Faqir Mohammad Ziyar, Chief of the Medical Council at the Ministry of Public Health, to
review the presence, activities, educational credentials, licenses, and residence documents of foreign and domestic doctors,
nurses, and other health workers in private health centers across the country, and for taking legal action in cases of violations.
The monitoring process, launched some time ago, covered Rayan-e-Danish, Aman Eyes, Modern Speciality, Hazrat Fatemeh
Zahra, Raeed OPD Hospitals with necessary recommendations given to the relevant officials to improve the quality,
specialization, and standardization of services. This process will continue in other provinces after Kabul

) ' to enforce health regulations, and authorities will take legal action against any violations.
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Enhancing Diognostic
Skills of Lab Technicions
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Dr. Karimullah Halimi, Director of Monitoring and Inspection at the Ministry of Public
Health, visited Helmand province to inspect BPHS and EPHS vertical projects, along with

several facilities in the private health sector.

The inspection, aimed at improving the quality of health services, providing standard health care to the public, and ensuring
transparency in operations, included Dr. Karimullah Halimi and his delegation meeting with the Director of Public Health of
Helmand Province, Fazal Ahmad Shafi, to explain the purpose of their visit. As planned, they inspected all departments of
health centers in the provincial capital, Lashkar Gah, as well as in the districts of Nawa, Nad Ali, Garmsir, Marja, Nazwad, Musa
Qala, Nahri Saraj, and Bahram Cha. They identified problems and shortcomings and reported them to the relevant officials for

resolution. The Director of Monitoring also assessed the condition of inpatients and advised health workers to provide them

N

with improved care and treatment.
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Twenty vaccinators from various health
centers in Nuristan province complete a

12-day training program.

The training was conducted by seasoned instructors to
enhance the professional skills of vaccinators, improve the
quality of vaccination services, and expand vaccination
coverage for children. The program covered standard
vaccination techniques; waste management; reporting
systems; cold chain management; and methods for raising

public awareness.
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