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Afghanistan’s public health minister, Mawlawi Noor

Jalal Jalali, joined health ministers from 23 countries

during an official visit to India, speaking at the
sidelines of the WHQO'’s second Global Summit on

Traditional Medicine.
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The meeting focused on sharing experiences, strengthening traditional medicine, and expanding cooperation. H.E. Jalali said
standardised traditional treatments can widen access to healthcare and build public trust in health systems.

He said the summit aimed to support implementation of the WHO Traditional Medicine Strategy for 2025-2034, which promotes
evidence-based practice, safe use, system integration, and community empowerment.

Jalali said Afghanistan supports the strategy and is committed to aligning its traditional medicine policies, curricula, and regulations with
international standards.

Other health ministers stressed the need for stronger coordination, pledging continued cooperation to strengthen health systems and

expand global collaboration in traditional medicine.
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Afghanistan’s public health minister, Mawlawi Noor Jalal Jalali, attended the closing session of the

WHO'’s second Global Summit on Traditional Medicine during an official visit to India.

The summit, held with India’s Ministry of AYUSH, brought together Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, WHO chief Tedros

Adhanom Ghebreyesus, health ministers from 23 countries and delegates from nearly 100 nations.

WHO Director-General Tedros said traditional medicine is a core part of health systems and, if evidence-based and well regulated,

can expand access, cut costs and improve wellbeing.

Prime Minister Modi said traditional medicine and ancient health knowledge are a shared global heritage with the potential to

address modern health challenges.

Afghan health officials of the MoPH said the delegation joined the summit to support efforts to standardise traditional medicine in

Afghanistan and engage with international partners.



Afghanistan’s Minister of Public Health, Mawlawi

Noor Jalal Jalali, held a meeting with the Direc-
tor-General of the World Health Organization
(WHO), Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, in

India

The talks focused on the provision of standard laboratory
services for the detection of the poliovirus in Afghanistan,
international support to strengthen the country’s health
system, cooperation with and development of Afghani-
stan’s health sector through the identification of alterna-
tive sources, the participation of Afghan health officials in
international health conferences and meetings, and the
equipping of general hospitals being built in 318 districts
across the country.

The Minister of Public Health described cooperation with
the World Health Organization as essential for delivering
standard health services. He said: “Together with the
World Health Organization, we are committed to ensuring
the provision of standard health services nationwide,
establishing standard laboratories for polio detection,
strengthening the country’s health system, and securing
full support and cooperation for equipping the newly built
general hospitals in 318 districts.”

For his part, the WHO Director-General assured full
cooperation in the areas discussed. He said he emphasis-
es the importance of strengthening health systems world-
wide and confirmed that the World Health Organization
will continue its support and cooperation with all member
states to ensure equitable access to health services,

prevent diseases, and further improve community health.
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Afghanistan’s Deputy Minister of Public Health for Healthcare Services, Mawlawi

Abdul Wali Haqgqgani, visited the National and Specialised Hospital for Infectious

Diseases with a delegation to assess healthcare provision.

During the visit, he instructed medical staff to step up efforts to resolve patients’ concerns and

improve the quality of services.

He said all healthcare workers must fulfil their moral and professional duties responsibly and

carry out their work with honesty.

The deputy minister also met patients and visitors, listening to their complaints and assessing

satisfaction levels to help improve services.
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A senior delegation from Afghanistan’s Ministry of Public Health visited India and held separate

meetings with leading multinational companies in Ayurveda and traditional medicine.

The talks focused on opportunities for bilateral cooperation in medicine supply, investment, and

the health sector.

Indian companies promised to provide Afghanistan with quality-assured Ayurvedic and tradition-

al medicines at affordable prices to support safe and effective healthcare.

They also showed interest in building healthcare centres in Afghanistan and expanding medical

services, calling the ministry’s efforts a key step in strengthening the health system and improv-

ing access to medicines.

The meetings are seen as a positive and significant move towards closer Afghanistan—India coop-

eration in Ayurveda and traditional medicine.
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During an official visit to India, a technical team from Afghanistan’s Ministry of Public Health visit-
ed the Hamdard Institute of Medical Sciences and Research (HIMSR) in New Delhi.

Hamdard officials and professors welcomed the Afghan team and briefed them on the institution’s academic, research and

medical work, with both sides stressing closer cooperation in traditional medicine.

The institution’s leadership pledged joint research, quality testing of medicines through Hamdard laboratories, knowl-

edge-sharing, and scholarships and training programmes for Afghan doctors.

Both sides said such cooperation would help strengthen public health, standardise traditional medicine and expand scientif-

ic institutions, and committed to deepening the partnership in a sustainable way.
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Solar Power System Inaugurated at 20-Bed Hospital in Ruyi Du Ab, Samangan

A 100-kilowatt solar power system was inaugurated at the 20-bed hospital in the presence of Mawlawi Lutfullah Habibi,

Director of Public Health of Samangan, representatives of partner organizations, and local elders.

Implemented with financial and technical support from the UNDP office at an estimated cost of 150,000 US dollars, the

project ensures sustainable electricity access for the hospital.

The Director of Public Health, expressing his gratitude to the partner organizations, described the project as instru-

mental in improving health services and emphasized the importance of proper maintenance and effective use of the

system.
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Led by Dr. Enayatullah Enayat, Director General of Monitoring
and Inspection of the Ministry of Public Health, an online data-
base system was introduced to improve monitoring of the
private health sector and data collection.
Through this online database, information from private hospitals, clinics, diagnostic centers, health posts, dental clinics, and

pharmacies will be collected from the center and provinces into the National Health Information System (DHISZ) and

shared with the relevant departments for implementation and decision-making.

Notably, this initiative is expected to play a significant role in enhancing the quality of health data, promoting transparency

and efficiency, and strengthening the overall health system in the future.



Afghanistan and Iran sign plan to regulate

food and medicines

Afghanistan and Iran have signed an implementation plan
aimed at improving the regulation of food, medicines and
health products. The plan was signed during an official visit
to Iran by Afghanistan’s Deputy Minister of Public Health for
Food and Drugs, Mawlawi Hamdullah Zahid.

The plan is based on a cooperation agreement signed in
April 2023 between Afghanistan’s former National Food and
Drug Authority and Iran’s Ministry of Health and National
Food and Drug Organization, following the completion of

legal procedures.

The document was signed in Tehran by Mawlawi Hamdullah
Zahid and Iran’s Deputy Health Minister and Head of the
National Food and Drug Organization, Dr Mehdi Pir Salehi.

It focuses on speeding up product registration, improving
oversight of food and medicine imports, combating smug-
gling, promoting Iranian investment in Afghanistan,
strengthening technical capacity, digitalising regulatory

systems, and enhancing laboratory cooperation.

The plan will be implemented according to a set timeline
and is expected to improve access to safe and effective
medicines while reducing the entry of substandard and

smuggled products.
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Twelve health centres in Kabul’s Fifth and Sixth districts have been closed for
operating without authorisation and for violating health regulations
The closures followed inspections carried out by officials from the Health Facilities Inspection and

Monitoring Directorate of the Ministry of Public Health. The inspections targeted a number of medical

centres in the two districts, resulting in the shutdown of 12 facilities found to be in breach of the rules.
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Faryab Health Officials Inspect Private Drug Suppliers

Health authorities in Afghanistan’s Faryab Province inspected 59 private-sector pharmaceutical facilities

over the past month, including drug wholesalers and company agencies in the provincial capital, Maymana.

The inspections covered 44 wholesale medicine outlets and 15 company offices and warehouses. Five

businesses were ordered to close after being found guilty of overcharging customers.

The inspection team also confiscated around 100 varieties of expired medicines, weighing about 500

kilograms, which were transferred to the provincial public health directorate for destruction.



Five-day medicines use workshop held in
Ghor

A five-day training workshop on the rational use of drugs
(RUD) has been held in Afghanistan’s central province of
Ghor. The event was organised by the provincial public
health directorate, with support from the BARAN organisa-
tion.

The workshop brought together 27 health facility managers
and pharmacy officers. It focused on safe management
practices and the appropriate and effective use of medi-

cines.

Speaking at the event, the provincial public health director,
Abdul Wahid Hamas, said that following health standards
and providing safe, high-quality services were key responsi-

bilities of health workers.

The provincial head of BARAN welcomed cooperation with
the public health directorate. He stressed the importance
of professional principles in healthcare and called on
participants to share their knowledge, pledging continued

training to build staff capacity.
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A meeting was held in Kabul to improve
coordination with heads of diagnostic

departments at central hospitals.

The meeting was organised by the Diagnostic Services
Directorate of the Ministry of Public Health and took place
at Indira Gandhi Children’s Hospital. It was attended by the
Director General of Curative Medicine, Dr Wahdat
Alokozai; the Director of Diagnostic Services, Dr Moham-
mad Qasim Sahebi; and heads of diagnostic departments

from Kabul hospitals.

Dr Alokozai said improving diagnostic services, equipping
departments, strengthening coordination, and building staff
capacity were key priorities. He called on participants to
share their challenges with the ministry to help implement

planned reforms.

Dr Sahebi said the ministry aims to introduce fundamental
reforms in hospital diagnostic departments. He asked
hospitals to submit their needs and procurement plans for

the coming year to allow necessary action.

Heads of diagnostic departments also shared their sugges-
tions and concerns with ministry officials to improve

diagnostic services.
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Expired medicines and food inspection campaign launched in Baghlan

An inspection campaign to collect expired and substandard medicines and food has been launched in

Afghanistan’s Baghlan province. The campaign was initiated on the instructions of the provincial public

health director, Mawlawi Mohammad Hassan Asim, and is being carried out across Pol-e-Khomri city.

Inspection officials covered 39 wholesale drug stores, branches of 32 pharmaceutical manufacturing and

importing companies, and 11 functional food warehouses. As a result, 101 items of expired or substandard

medicines and health products, along with 27 types of food items, were seized.

Responsible managers were praised for positive practices, while verbal guidance was given on shortcom-

ings, in line with public health standards
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Afghanistan’s Minister of Public Health, Mawla-

wi Noor Jalal Jalali, briefed the media after

returning from an official visit to India, outlin-

ing the aims and outcomes of the trip.

He said the visit marked a new phase in health cooperation
between Afghanistan and India, focusing on strengthening
bilateral ties, preventing medicine shortages, improving
standards in traditional medicine, importing affordable
quality drugs, training health workers, and improving

treatment access for Afghan patients in India.

His Excellency Jalali said India pledged support including
vaccines worth five million dollars, a three-million-dollar
radiotherapy machine for cancer treatment, cancer medi-
cines valued at one million dollars, a CT scan machine

worth 300,000 dollars, and funding of 500,000 dollars for a

hospital and a specialised thalassaemia centre.

He added that further outcomes included training
programmes for health staff, the donation of 70,000
ampoules by an Afghan investor, plans for a traditional
medicine research centre in Kabul, the import of quality
medicines, health-sector investment, and other forms of

assistance.
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Inspections conducted across the private health sector, food outlets, and several other

facilities in Laghman, Logar, and Paktika provinces.

The monitoring activities were conducted over the past month by the public health officials of these provinces.

In the course of these inspections, 299 various facilities in Laghman Province were inspected, leading to the

closure of 10 health facilities for non-compliance with public health laws. Moreover, 129 items of substandard

and expired medicines and foodstuffs were collected.

Paktika Province, 149 different facilities were monitored, resulting in the detection and collection of 292 expired

medicines and health products.

Logar Province saw the inspection of 61 different facilities, resulting in the closure of 7 facilities and the collec-

tion of 32 items of substandard food products and medicines.
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Inspections conducted in the private health sector and food outlets in Kapisa and

Samangan provinces.

The inspections, carried out by public health officials over the past month, covered 465 private health

centers and food outlets in Kapisa Province, resulting in the collection of 105 expired medicines and food

items, which were transferred to the central warehouse for disposal.

Samangan Province saw the inspection of 156 private health centers and food outlets, resulting in the

closure of 4 pharmacies for violating health regulations and the collection of 122 expired medicines and

food items, which were sent to the central warehouse for disposal.



