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Coordination Meeting Held on Transfer of Customs Samples to

Central Laboratories
The meeting, held to introduce and implement the memorandum of understanding signed
between the Afghanistan Food and Drug Authority of the MoPH and the Afghan Post
state-owned company, was attended by officials from the Food and Drug Departments of all
34 provinces, representatives of the Directorate for Regulation of Drug Import and Export,
Afghan Post officials, and several other technical experts.

The memorandum of understanding aims to establish a transparent and efficient system for
transferring customs samples to central laboratories for quality, efficacy, and safety testing,
in order to prevent substandard health products and medicines from entering the market
and to protect public health.

The meeting highlighted the benefits of the memorandum of understanding, along with the
sample transfer process and the roles of relevant institutions. Under the mechanism,
customs samples will be safely and systematically delivered to central laboratories via
Afghan Post for testing and evaluation.

The meeting also stressed stronger coordination between the center and provinces, expedit-
ing the sample transfer process, enhancing awareness among provincial officials, and

ensuring effective implementation of the procedure.
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Officials of the 50-bed drug rehabilitation hospital in Ghazni Prov-
ince held an educational seminar on the prevention of drug-related

harms for students of the Omar Health Sciences Institute.

The educational seminar, aimed at raising awareness about the harmful effects of drugs and
providing accurate information to future healthcare professionals, was attended by about
250 students.

At the seminar, the social, economic, psychological, and health impacts of drug use were
discussed, along with its individual and social consequences.

In addition, key scientific information was shared on drug prevention, identifying addicts,
and referring them to rehabilitation centers
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Essential Supplies Worth Around $13,000 Provided to 50-Bed

Drug Rehabilitation Hospital in Ghazni Province

These items were procured in cooperation with the Youth Health and Development Organiza-

tion (YHDO) to strengthen healthcare services at the hospital and improve patient care.
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Construction of the emergency and obstetrics-gynecology wards of Chah
Ab District Hospital in Takhar Province has been inaugurated, worth 3.5

million Afghanis.

These projects have been funded and launched in coordination with the Takhar Provincial
Public Health Directorate, with financial support from the Agha Khan Foundation and local

businessmen, aiming to improve healthcare services, enhance emergency care for patients,

and provide better facilities for mothers
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Public awareness programs on drug prevention were conducted in a
- : number of schools, faculties, and institutes in the provinces of
-~ [ ‘fp ’ ’ P

Nangarhar, Paktika, Parwan, Kunduz, and Samangan.

These programs were conducted for students by the officials of the National Addiction
Treatment Program of the MoPH, through the 40-bed adolescent addiction treatment hospital
in Nangarhar, the 30-bed addiction treatment hospital in Paktika, the 50-bed addiction
treatment hospital in Parwan, the 80-bed addiction treatment hospital in Kunduz, and the

30-bed addiction treatment hospital in Samangan.

In these programs, the social, economic, psychological, and health impacts of drug use were
explained in a comprehensive and scientific manner, highlighting the individual and societal
challenges associated with substance abuse. Information was also provided on drug preven-

tion, the identification of addicts, and their referral to treatment centers.
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At the Islam Qala border in Herat, the foundation stone of a quaran-
tine center was laid in the presence of Dr. Hanifi, Deputy Director of
the Herat Public Health Directorate, along with representatives of

relevant authorities and partner organizations.

The centre is funded by the World Health Organization (WHO), and once completed, it is

expected to strengthen healthcare capacity at the Islam Qala border and significantly

improve the control of communicable diseases.
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Over the past year, a total of (3526) successful surgical proce-

wver the past year, a total of (3526) successful surgical pr dures were performed it ]OWZjan Provincial Hospital.
dures were performed at Jowzjan Provincial Hospital.
Spaksayierion afarntaion: & Public Relation Disectorate Of these, (1 656) were major surgeries and (1 870) were minor procedures, all carried

out by experienced doctors, reflecting the hospital’s strong technical capacity and

specialized expertise.

OPD Services Minor Surgeries

It is also noteworthy that during the same period, (16433) patients received inpatient

(IPD) services, while (1 31 825) patients benefited from outpatient (OPD) healthcare

131825 1870

services.
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Officials from the Air Pollution Control Department of the
Environmental Health Directorate of the Ministry of Public Health
carried out inspections of various facilities in Kabul city to help

prevent respiratory diseases and improve air quality.

During the inspection, relevant checklists were completed, and commitments were
obtained from the facility owners that they would not operate without smoke purifica-

tion systems in the future.

In addition, health messages, awareness leaflets, and air pollution reduction guidelines
were explained and distributed to facility owners so they can align their activities with

the Ministry of Public Health standards.

Officials from the Air Pollution Control Department of the
vironmental Health Directorate of the Ministry of Public He

ut inspections of various facilities in Kabul city

espiratory diseases and improve air

rson, Information & Public Relation D
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The Deputy Minister of the Afghanistan Food and Drug Authority at
the Ministry of Public Health, Mawlawi Hamdullah Zahid, along
with a high-level delegation, has traveled to Russia to facilitate

medicine imports for Afghan traders.

The visit is aimed at strengthening bilateral ties and expanding strategic cooperation

between Afghanistan and Russia, enhancing the supply and regulatory oversight of food

and medicines, and streamlining the import of safe, standardized, and reliable pharma-
ceutical and food products for Afghan traders.

During the visit, the delegation from the Ministry of Public Health’s Food and Drug
Authority is scheduled to hold high-level talks with officials from Russia’s medicines and
health products regulatory bodies. The discussions will focus on harmonizing standards,
expediting registration procedures, reinforcing quality control systems, and establishing

effective regulatory frameworks.

The visit will also include site visits to leading Russian pharmaceutical companies to
assess production capacity, gain insights into advanced manufacturing processes and
quality assurance technologies, and explore avenues for joint investment. It is expected
to promote knowledge exchange, strengthen institutional capacity, and enhance

practical cooperation.
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A 12-day training program has been launched in Badghis province

for 16 outreach vaccinators.

The program, aimed at strengthening the professional capacity of vaccinators and

improving the quality of immunization services, highlighted the importance of vaccina-
tion in preventing vaccine-preventable diseases. Participants were encouraged to make

the most of the training opportunity to improve the delivery of healthcare services.
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Mawlawi Abdul Wali Haqqani, Deputy Minister for Health Services
of the Ministry of Public Health, accompanied by a technical delega-
tion, visited the Central Polyclinic, Noor Specialized Eye Hospitals

and Central Blood Bank.

The Deputy Minister for Health Services reviewed various departments of the facilities,

along with patient care, service quality, and overall workflow.

In addition, the Deputy Minister issued further guidance to improve service delivery
and urged hospital officials and health workers to treat patients with care and compas-

sion, and to fulfill their professional, human, and ethical responsibilities with sincerity.

He emphasized that any lack of attention to patients is unacceptable, and that all

patients must receive timely and essential healthcare services.
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The NIC department of the Central Public Health Laboratories of

et 00004 the Ministry of Public Health has once again achieved Grade A in
00000006 .
N the External Quality Assurance Program (EQAP), further strengthen-

Centre for Health Protection

(HP Dupecmant ol et | evisrsiv e ing Afghanistan’s standing among countries of the WHO Eastern
Mediterranean Region (EMRO).

_ERTIFICATE OF COMPLETIO

This centificate is awarded to This significant achievement reflects the dedication, technical expertise, and tireless
Central Public Health Laboratory, Afghanistan efforts of the professional team of the National Influenza Laboratories (NIC), under the
In recognirion of the completion of
EXTERNAL QUALITY ASSESSMENT PROGRAMME for
Detection of Influenza Viruses by RT-PCR*
Detection of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 by RT-PCR*
f the World Health Organization Global Influenza Surveillance and Response Sys
Panel 24 (2025) with arrainment of full score in *

General Department of Microbiology of the Central Public Health Laboratories,
Directorate of Diagnostic Services of the MoPH, together with its partners. By securing

Grade A in the EQAP assessment, they have reaffirmed Afghanistan’s commitment to
Supported by: . .
World Health Organigation international health standards.
Organized by:
Centre far Health Protection (CHP), Department of Health (DF),
The Government of the Hang Kong Special Administrative Region (HKS AR Gooernment)

|
N

D Janice Lo, CHP, DI, FIRSAR Government

This remarkable achievement has been sustained continuously since 2009, reflecting the

24 April 2026

team’s high-quality performance, accurate laboratory diagnostics, and strong commit-

ment to international standards.

oS oS oS oS FoS oS oS oS oS FoS FoS o oS oS oS FoS
[RO) @/@06\9 @/OOG\Q @/c)<>6\9 @/OQG\ED @/@06\9 @/c)<>6\9 @/(‘)06\9 @/@\9\9 @/Q}G\E) @/c)<>6\9 @/OQG\D @/c)<>6\9 Q/Qg\G) @/C%N @/OQG\?) @/c)<>6\9 (O]



oy ey oY oy oy oy ey < oY ey oY oy ey oY ey oY oy
NI PGS YO Y YNNI YT YN YT Y YNIC YT YNNI QYT YN YOI YN YD

9 (dbxe S9li (o doliyy (0908 (purd) ¢ jlos Alllelail 59lg0
o 80 ALl 51 308 CoV¥g Ay (8 0w 4> LD ol o Sl
Adgod Hlaud CoW¥e ol paline (Solus

H5a0 9 Hlylons 41 5 Bubnsy o el Bt Jguol Cale «dlls) ¢ o Colos
3,5 (b3 385 AgF (OS5 g

ConlsS 5130193 3918 52 9 4855 )18 (om0 290 Oljlows (Pre o (leod
85 Oygo ST Slons

9 LMW 3,5yl 51 copaline Sl (o dolips (ogos (mady ¢jlud (ol OLL 5
3932 33 1y om0 (32 Aol g 83905 (S B 31l AL (f (ko) 5 005 ) (s uIled
PCunls e Cuddge g Cdpdiy dalo ¢ Shuwo S)liro Culey g (Jood (g

,_s)lo.w )| cdole G Q)‘}g ‘ M coe Cuw lg) uyggm
oyl IS g o3 sl 45 oo g by oluad el Jig
RELTVY
30 S0 g by olad (v Jiga (415,5W0 9 (US| ¢y Wagmmo 4 sy ol b o 4o
.\g’b; 4\5‘)‘ ‘G}y Sblas 9 l.hbyouh) (Cadggaan g o dwalllags ccdlks t—q'ls) Ao
C 0313 158 (LT JLid) 43 5 e o logheo g

S Slagad p3¥ SbMol lial g (eo (ilgd b jobiseds (b glad g L liga
93,5 A8 50

= =

ad 3l (8 slods 31 cdole Como Ciylig  Jrues

The Ministry of Public Health has signed a contract worth
$383,873 with the BDN organization to strengthen and expand

healthcare services for residents of Badakhshan, Balkh, Sar-e-Pul,

Jawzjan, Takhar, Maidan Wardak, and Kunduz provinces.

winistry of Public Health has signed a contract worth $383,873 with
The agreement was signed for one year to improve the quality and accessibility of

iization to strengthen and expand healthcare services for residents of Ba
healthcare services and reduce public health challenges. Its implementation will enable

B il zhan, Takhar, Maidan Wardak, and Kunduz proving 304,348 residents of the provinces to receive basic health services through 27 Family
Health Houses (FHHs) and will also create employment opportunities for 188 health

workers.
Representatives of the BDN organization assured that the project will be implemented

within one year in accordance with all set standards and will give special attention to

meeting the healthcare needs of the population.
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Mawlawi Hamdullah Zahid, Deputy Minister of the Afghanistan Food

and Drug Authority of the Ministry of Public Health, and his accompa-
nying delegation met with the Ambassador of the Islamic Emirate of

Afghanistan in Moscow.

The meeting focused on the main objectives of the visit to Russia, plans for official meetings
with senior officials, and site visits to food and pharmaceutical manufacturing companies.
The purpose of the visit is to strengthen bilateral relations between the two countries,
expand strategic cooperation in the food and pharmaceutical sectors, and facilitate Afghan
traders’ access to the import of quality, safe, and affordable medicines.
Following the meeting with the Ambassador of the IEA, the delegation of Afghanistan Food
and Drug Authority also met with officials of the Russian pharmaceutical company
Pharmasyntez in Russia. The company’s chairman briefed the Afghan delegation on its

production capacity, quality control systems, and export procedures. Both sides also

discussed facilitating the export of high-quality, safe, and affordable medicines, as well as

exploring potential opportunities for joint investment in the pharmaceutical sector.
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